l68                          MR.   BALDWIN
It is essential at this point to follow some historical thread in Toryism, in order to plot Mr. Baldwin's position as leader of the party. To practise a dilettante appreciation of the giants of the past is to insult men of purpose and deliberate action, but to ignore their guidance is to continue action without purpose. The greatest tribute to movement in the past is to re-discover the sources of motive in the present. To understand the growth of an organism is the pre-requisite of diagnosis. If a political leader is out of the true, what is truth? By what principles, in short, has the King's Government been carried on in the past and by what criteria has it outcast its enemies?
In the first place the existence of parties in the State is an admission of moral and intellectual anarchy. Political integration, which presupposes unanimity, is the highest achievement in statecraft, and can only be attained at the price of this system of government that has served its purpose for some three hundred and thirty years. The-real statesman represents a united nation not by the factions he tolerates, but by the factions he attracts to the magnetism of his own constancy. Down to the end of the Tudors the symbolic sense of unity in the Crown was the sanction of real authority. In its service leaders rose and fell. Exceptions admitted, the person who wore the Crown was the focus of unity and was morally obliged to govern through the traditions of the people. Party politics arose when the Stuarts arrived from the anarchy of Scotland loaded with a priori ideas and adopted a biassed and eccentric notion of royalty. The Scots having no traditions of Government argued from opinionated premises instead of from the wealth of their own experience. The fatuous theory of the Divine Right of Kings was only in keeping with the more criminal delusion of the rights of man. The deep thinking English country dweller who was already demonstrating to the world his political genius, learned to take sides and to debate. Between the two illusions authority fell and civil war commenced to be